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THE FOLLOWING IS A MARKPRESS RELEASE DATED OWERRI,» JULY 23.
QUOTE: TITLE: OPEN LETTER FROM THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT TO PRO-

FESSOR Ce CLYDE FERGUSON WITH REFERENCE TO STATEMENT BY SECRETARY
OF STATEs WILLIAM ROGERS.

" THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT HAS NQOTED WITH APPRECIATIONTHE CONTINUING
INTEREST SHOWED BY THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT ON THE QUESTION OF
PROVIDING RELIEF TO ALLEVIATE THE SUFFERINGS OF BIAFRAN

VICTIMS OF NIGERIA®*S WAR QOF GENOcIDE AND» IN PARTICULARs THE
RECENT STATEMENT MADE BY SECRETARY OF STATEs WILLIAM ROGERS,

ON THE SUBUJECT.

THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT WISHES 7O INDJCATE ITS COMPLETE AGREE«-
MENT WITH THE THREE FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS ENUNCIATED IN SECRETARY
OF STATE» WILLIAM ROGERS' STATMENT:™

"EFIRGT., THAT THE PROVISION BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY
ON ASSISTANCE TO BOTH SIDES IN A WAR SHQULD HMAVE INTERNATIONAL
PARTICIPATION TO ASSURE THAT IT 1S ADMINISTERED FOR THE
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BENEFIT OF THE CIVILIAN VICTIMS nF THE WAR.

SECONDLY» THAT THE RELIEF BE TRANSPORTED AND DISTRIRUTED IN
WAYS THAT CONVEY NO MILITARY ADVANTAGE OR INCUR NO MILITARY
LIABILITY TO EXTHER SIDE.

THIRpPLYs THAT THE PARTIES TO THE CONFLICT REFRAIN FROM EXPiOIT~
ING RELIEF [SSUES FOR PARTISAN, POLITICAL AND PROPAGANDA
PURPOSESe"

“ THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT WISHES TO REAFFIRM ITS ACCEPTANCE

IN PRINCIPILE TO DAY/NIGHT RELYEF FLIGHTS WIiTH DAYI_IGHT OPERA~-

TIONS TO ULI AIRPORT COMMENCING IMMEPIATELYe EFFECTIVE INTER-
NATIONAL OR OTHER THIRD PARTY GUARANTEES HAVE ALSO BEEN AGREED.

THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT ALSO WISHES To REAFFIRM ITS CONTINUED
ACCEPTANCE IN PRINCIPLE OF THE SURFACE RQUTE {CR0O3S RIVER)

PROPQOSED BY PROFESSOR FERGUSON In MARCH AND ACCEPTED BY THE BiAFRAN
GOVERNMENT ON THAT OCCASIONS

THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT WISHES T0O RECALL THAT DURING HIS

VISIT TO BIAFRA LAST MARCH:, IT WaS CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD AND ACCEPTED
By PROFESSOR FERGUSCON ON BEHALF nF THE US GOVERNMENT THAT NEITHER

LAGOS NOR ANY NIGERIAN HFLD AIRPORT SHOULD BE USED AS STAGING POST
FOR BRINGING RELIEF BY AIRe CALABAR AND LAGOS WERE ALSO RULED

OUT FOR THE SURFACE ROUTE OPERATIONS AS AGREEMENT WAS REACHED

TO USE COTONOU OR A SKIP ANCHORED IN MIND«GCEAN FROM WHICH RELIEF

COULD BE TRANSPORTED RY RARGES 0Or HELICOPTER.

THE RBIAFKAN GOVESNMENT WISHFES 7O EMPRASIZE THAT 17 HAS ALWAYS
BEEM WILLING TO LET NYGERIAN REPRESENTATIVES INSPECT THE RELIFF
MATERIAL AT STAGING POSTS OuUTSINDF NIGERIAs SUCH AS COTONOUR AND
SANTA [SABEL S0 AS 70 ASSURFE THEMSELYES THAT THEY ARE GEMUINE.
BIAFRA STILL STAND BY THiS. THERF CAN BE NO QUESTIONs THEREFORE s
OF BIAFRA ACCEPTING RELIEF c3MING FRoM OR TOUCHING DOWN ON ANY
NIGERIAN HELD TERRITORYs THE BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT EXPECTS FOR THAT»
IN FAIRNESS, RBIAFRAN REPRESENTATIVES WILL HAVE THE SAME RIGHT,

TO INSPECT RELIEY GOING INTO NIGERIA,

T IS WFLL KNOWN THAY THE SHORTESY AnD MOST ECONOMICHl. ROUTE

S FOoR MELITE 7O COME OIRECT INTn BIafRAa FROM THESE NEUTRAL

TAGING PCGTSs TO CHANNEL OR DYVFRT THEM 70 NIGERIA WOULD gE TO OFFER
‘HEM POLITICAL AND VILI[AP{ DV/QTAGF, WHICH 1S IN CONFLICT WITH
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TWO THE FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS ENUNCTATED BY SECRETARY OF STATES
WILLIAM ROGERSs» AND ACCEPTED BY THE RIAFRAN GUOVERNMENT AS
INCICATED ABOVEs ON THIS SCORE, THE FIRST PROPOSAL IN SECRETARY
OF STATEs, WILLIAM ROGERS' SUBSEGUENT FCURPOINT APPROACH FOR A
NIGERYAN oTAGINu RASE FAITLES TO MEET THE TEST GF NEUTRALITY AND
EARLIER UNDERTAKING THAY RELTEF gHQULD NOT BLE USED 70 CONFER
MYLITARY/ZPOQLITICAL ADYANTAGE OR DISADVANTAGE 70 EYTHER SIDES

THE BIAFRAN PECPLE AND GNOVERNMENT:s HOWEVER, REMAIN GRATEFUL

FOR ALL THE EFFCORTS MADE BY THE AMER[CAN PEOPLE AND THE US
ADMINISTRATION IN THIS REGARD, AND 15 WILLING, AS BEFOREs TO
ENTER INTO DISCUSSIONS T0 FACILITATE INCREASED RELIEF SUPPLIESSs
UNQUOTYTE: DECCON ON RECEIFT o
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